Editorial  by Utama, N. Agya
 Procedia Environmental Sciences  17 ( 2013 )  1 – 2 
1878-0296 © 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V.
Selection and peer-review under responsibility of SUSTAIN conference’s committee and supported by Kyoto University; (OPIR), 
(GCOE-ES), (GCOE-HSE), (CSEAS), (RISH), (GCOE-ARS) and (GSS) as co-hosts.
doi: 10.1016/j.proenv.2013.02.004 
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
 
The 3rd International Conference on Sustainable Future for Human Security 
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Editorial 
The 3rd International Conference on a Sustainable Future for Human Security (SUSTAIN 2012) was held 
at Kyoto University (Japan) on 3-5 November, 2012. The conference was organized by the Indonesian 
Students Associations of Kyoto and Kansai, with the support of the Organization for the Promotion of 
International Relations (OPIR) Kyoto University, Graduate School Energy Science (ES), Global Center 
for Education and Research on Human Security Engineering (HSE), Center for Southeast Asian Studies 
(CSEAS), Research Institute for Sustainable Humanosphere (RISH), Global COE Program for 
Sustainability/Survivability Science for a Resilient Society Adaptable to Extreme Weather Conditions 
(GCOE-ARS) and the Inter-Graduate School Program for Sustainable Development and Survivable 
Societies(GSS). 
 
The conference is originated from the need to provide an inter-disciplinary forum where the most serious 
problems affecting a sustainable future for human security can be discussed, in recognition of the fact that 
many future problems cannot be solved by a siloed approach. The emphasis on sustainable futures is in 
response to the general awareness of the need to solve numerous human-related problems resulting from 
the rapid growth of modern society.  
 
The topic of sustainable futures for human security needs to be discussed in an integrated way, in 
accordance with the principles of sustainability, considering energy and materials supply, economies and 
trade, technology, cities, agriculture, social and environmental aspects. To continue providing adequate 
technology to cope with the thirst of human comfort requires intensive research and development with 
multidisciplinary perspective. The research development in solving the future human security should be 
done by using the sustainability perspectives, where the development will negatively impact the 
environment and inefficient use of natural reserves, which result in natural damages, increasing 
unnecessary emissions, releasing the untreated hazardous substances and eventually-jeopardizing human 
health and sometimes causing death. 
 
The conference covered a wide range of issues with the aim of highlighting potential issues and paths 
towards a sustainable future. The conference attracted a high level of attendance from countries of the 
global North and South, with a wide geographical coverage. Overall, 160 participants were involved, with 
120 presentations over the course of the conference. The quality of papers received was a testament to the 
reputation that the conference has been building over the past 3 years. 
 
Papers presented at SUSTAIN 2012 were divided into six thematic areas: (1) Energy and Environment 
(EnE); (2) Sustainable Agriculture (A); (3) Sustainable Built Environment in Tropical Hemisphere 
Countries (BE); (4) Environmentally Friendly and Efficient Technology (FT); (5) Hydrology and Disaster 
Prevention (HnD); (6) Social Science (S).  Under these broad areas, a wide-ranging series of presentations 
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was given, which elaborated on current research across Asia and the world. Being held in Kyoto, a city of 
great cultural heritage, the participants also took part in a tour of some of the main sights and experiences 
that link modern and ancient Japan. Furthermore, due to the strong involvement of the Indonesian 
Students Associations, a mixture of broader Asian cultural performances was also a highlight. 
 
The two programmed days of the conference each commenced with keynote presentations which, like the 
conference itself, were wide-ranging. In the first session, Professor Jun Honna (Ritsumeikan University) 
introduced the historical origins and development of the concept of Human Security  a key concept of 
the conference. He was followed by Professor Yohannes Surya (Surya Institute), who covered a variety of 
aspects of renewable energy as well as a discussion of science education in Indonesia. Professor Kaoru 
Takara (Kyoto University) then discussed the prevalence and impact of extreme weather events and 
Professor Tsuyoshi Yoshimura (RISH) and Mr Muhammad Lutfi (Ambassador of the Republic of 
Indonesia for Japan and Micronesia).  They covered the topics of sustainable agricultural practices, pest 
management  respectively. 
 
Later in the conference a workshop for early career researcher was also run, introducing tips and troubles 
in the academic writing process. This capacity building exercise attracted 25 young researchers and 
engaged them in an intensive workshop process to develop their skills and understanding. 
 
The organizers appreciate the support and assistance of the co-operating organizations, the participants, 
presenters and staff. The next SUSTAIN conference is highly anticipated by all the attendees of 
SUSTAIN 2012 and the committee expect to furt  
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